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Senator Jose M. Serrano today co-sponsored a Senate Resolution (J629), introduced by Senator Bill

Perkins, commemorating Harlem’s Historic African Burial Ground in recognition of Black History

Month.

The burial ground was located where the MTA’s 126th Street Bus Depot in East Harlem now stands,

and occupied a quarter acre lot on the original Elmendorf Dutch Reformed Church grounds on First

Avenue between 126th and 127th Streets. Many community leaders fear the historic burial ground

might be lost or defiled due to ongoing work expanding the Willils Avenue bridge and a plan to

entirely rebuild a bus depot located at that location.

"The African Burial Ground in Harlem is a testament to the spirit and hard work of those who

helped build this city," said Senator Serrano. "They deserve the respect of our elected officials, city

agencies, and the public at large. Regardless of whether any remains are discovered, preserving this

site is a chance to honor the men and women whose legacy has endured to this day. This is also a

learning opportunity for every New Yorker to discover the history and heritage of the great state

that we now call home. We will continue to work closely with the agencies involved and with the

Burial Ground Task Force in order to protect this historical treasure."

https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jose-m-serrano
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/arts-and-culture


In 1991 another burial ground was discovered by workers while excavating the foundation the

foundation for the Ted Weiss Federal Building at 290  Broadway. It was finally memorialized as the

African Burial Ground National Monument in 2005.

Senator Serrano and Senator Perkins are both members of the Elmendorf Reformed Church Harlem

African Burial Ground Task Force— a group of concerned citizens united to help the Elmendorf

Reformed Church to restore and memorialize its historically and culturally significant colonial

African Burial ground. Among the Task Force’s objectives are to reclaim, preserve and officially

recognize the Burial Ground; to obtain its listing on the National Register of Historic Places and

Landmark Status for the Burial Ground; and commemorating and honoring the memory of those

who helped build New Harlem. The Senators held a hearing (http://www.nysenate.gov/press-

release/senators-serrano-and-perkins-hold-public-hearing-discuss-protections-historic-harlem-a)on

Friday, February 19th to discuss the impact the pending construction projects will have on the

Burial Ground.

SHARE THIS PRESS RELEASE

(https://www.facebook .com/sharer/sharer .php?(https://twitter .com/home?(mailto:?

NEWSROOMGO TO NEWSROOM (/senators/jose-m-serrano/newsroom)

Press Release
WINTER SAFETY (HTTPS://WWW.NYSENATE.GOV/ISSUES/WINTER-SAFETY)

Important Cold Weather Safety Tips (/newsroom/press-releases/jose-m-
serrano/important-cold-weather-safety-tips)
January 05, 2017

Press Release
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (HTTPS://WWW.NYSENATE.GOV/ISSUES/DOMESTIC-VIOLENCE)

Senator Serrano Commends Mayor De Blasio On Creating The Domestic Violence Task
Force (/newsroom/press-releases/jose-m-serrano/senator-serrano-commends-mayor-de-
blasio-creating-domestic)
December 01, 2016

Press Release
PARKS (HTTPS://WWW.NYSENATE.GOV/ISSUES/PARKS)

Senator Serrano Celebrates The Opening Of The East 90th Street Pier (/newsroom/press-
releases/jose-m-serrano/senator-serrano-celebrates-opening-east-90th-street-pier)
December 01, 2016

http://www.nysenate.gov/press-release/senators-serrano-and-perkins-hold-public-hearing-discuss-protections-historic-harlem-a
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jos%C3%A9-m-serrano/resolution-honoring-harlem-african-burial-ground
https://twitter.com/home?status=Resolution%20Honoring%20the%20Harlem%20African%20Burial%20Ground%20Via:%20@nysenate:%20https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jos%C3%A9-m-serrano/resolution-honoring-harlem-african-burial-ground
mailto:?&subject=From%20NYSenate.gov:%20Resolution%20Honoring%20the%20Harlem%20African%20Burial%20Ground&body=Check%20out%20this%20press%20release:%20Resolution%20Honoring%20the%20Harlem%20African%20Burial%20Ground:%20%3C%20https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jos%C3%A9-m-serrano/resolution-honoring-harlem-african-burial-ground%20%3E.
https://www.nysenate.gov/senators/jose-m-serrano/newsroom
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/winter-safety
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jose-m-serrano/important-cold-weather-safety-tips
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/domestic-violence
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jose-m-serrano/senator-serrano-commends-mayor-de-blasio-creating-domestic
https://www.nysenate.gov/issues/parks
https://www.nysenate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/jose-m-serrano/senator-serrano-celebrates-opening-east-90th-street-pier

